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Luis Valdez is regarded as one of the most important and influential American playwrights 
living today. His internationally renowned, and Obie award winning theater company, El Teatro 
Campesino (The Farm Workers’ Theater) was founded by Luis in 1965 – in the heat of the United 
Farm Workers (UFW) struggle and the Great Delano Grape Strike in California’s Central Valley. 
His involvement with Cesar Chavez, the UFW and the early Chicano Movement left an indelible 
mark that remained embodied in all his work even after he left the UFW in 1967: his early 
actos Las Dos Caras del Patroncito and Quinta Temporada, (short plays written to encourage 
campesinos to leave the fields and join the UFW), his mitos (mythic plays) Bernabe and La Carpa 
de los Rasquachis that gave Chicanos their own contemporary mythology, his examinations of 
Chicano urban life in I Don’t Have To Show You No Stinkin’ Badges, his Chicano re-visioning 
of classic Mexican Luis folktales Corridos, his exploration of his Indigenous Yaqui roots in 
Mummified Deer, and – of course – the play that re-exams the “Sleepy Lagoon Trial of 1942” 
and the “Zoot Suit Riots of 1943”, two of the darkest moments in LA urban history – Zoot Suit – 
considered a masterpiece of the American Theater as well as the first Chicano play on Broadway 
and the first Chicano major feature film.

Luis’ numerous feature film and television credits include, among others, the box office hit film 
La Bamba starring Lou Diamonds Phillips, Cisco Kid starring Jimmy Smits and Cheech Marin 
and Corridos: Tales of Passion and Revolution starring Linda Ronstadt.

Luis has never strayed far from his own farm worker roots.  His company, El Teatro Campesino, 
is located 60 miles south of San Jose in the rural community of San Juan Bautista, CA.  This 
theater, tucked away in San Benito County, is the most important and longest running Chicano 
Theater in the United States.

Luis’ hard work and long creative career have won him countless awards including numerous 
LA Drama Critic Awards, Dramalogue Awards, Bay Area Critics Awards, the prestigious George 
Peabody Award for excellence in television, the Presidential Medal of the Arts, the Governor’s 
Award for the California Arts Council, and Mexico’s prestigious Aguila Azteca Award given to 
individuals whose work promotes cultural excellence and exchange between US and Mexico.

He has written numerous plays, authored numerous articles and books. His latest anthology 
Mummified Deer and Other Plays was recently published by Arte Publico Press.  As an educator, 
he has taught at the University of California, Berkeley, UC Santa Cruz, Fresno State University 
and was one of the founding professors of CSU Monterey Bay.  He is the recipient of honorary 
doctorates from, among others, the University of Rhode Island, the University of South Florida, 
Cal Arts, the University of Santa Clara, and his alma mater, San Jose State University. Mr. Valdez 
was inducted into the College of Fellows of the American Theatre at the Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts in Washington D.C.  In 2007 he was awarded a Rockefeller fellowship as one of 
fifty USArtists so honored across the United States.

Pat Mora’s “poems are proudly bilingual, an eloquent answer to purists who refuse to see language 
as something that lives and changes,” wrote The New York Times of Pat Mora’s poetry collection, 
Agua Santa: Holy Water.  Her most recent collection is Dizzy in Your Eyes: Poems about Love 
written in the voices of teens.  Other collections include Adobe Odes, Aunt Carmen’s Book of 
Practical Saints, Communion, Borders, and Chants. 
 
Pat’s new book of nonfiction is Zing!  Seven Creativity Practices for Educators and Students.  
The Washington Post described her acclaimed memoir, House of Houses  as a “textual feast . . 
. a regenerative act . . . and an eloquent bearer of the old truth that it is through the senses that 
we apprehend love.”  Nepantla: Essays from the Land in the Middle was reviewed by Choice as, 
“Twenty inspiring essays written in a very poetic prose . . . . A valuable contribution to American 
literature.”  

She received a Distinguished Alumni Award from the University of Texas at El Paso, Honorary 
Doctorates in Letters from North Carolina State University and SUNY Buffalo, is an Honorary 
Member of the American Library Association, and in 2003, received a Civitella Ranieri Fellowship 
to write in Umbria, Italy. She was a Visiting Carruthers Chair at the University of New Mexico, a 
recipient and judge of the Poetry Fellowships from the National Endowment for the Arts, and a 
recipient and advisor of the Kellogg National Leadership Fellowships.

A former teacher, university administrator, consultant and the author of many award-winning 
children’s books including her new book, The Beautiful Lady: Our Lady of Guadalupe, Pat is the 
founder of the family literacy initiative El día de los niños, El día de los libros/Children’s Day, 
Book Day (Día), now housed at the American Library Association.  The year-long commitment 
to linking all children to books, languages and cultures, and of sharing what Pat calls “bookjoy,” 
culminates in April celebrations across the country. Día celebrates its 17th Anniversary April 
2013.

Pat is a popular national speaker at conferences, campuses, libraries and schools. The mother 
of three adult children, Pat is married to anthropology professor Vern Scarborough and lives in 
Santa Fe, New Mexico. www.patmora.com 

Denise Chávez is a novelist, playwright, teacher and performance writer based in Las Cruces 
and Mesilla, New Mexico. She has roots in Far West Texas with her mother’s family and in Las 
Cruces, New Mexico with herfather’s family.

A true child of La Frontera, Chávez’s most recent book is A Taco Testimony: Meditations on 
Family, Food and Culture. Other books include novels Loving Pedro Infante and Face of An 
Angel, and a short story collection, The Last of the Menu Girls. She has also published a children’s 
book, La Mujer Que Sabía El Idioma de Los Animales/The Woman Who
Knew the Language of the Animals.

Chávez has recently finished a novel, The King and Queen of Comezón, a border mystery/love 
story. She is currently working on a collection of stories, Beautiful English/ El Inglés Tan Bonito 
and a family memoir, Río Grande Family. Other projects include several children’s books, La 
Hermana Ying and La Hermana Yang and Chano’s Dream.

Chávez is the Director of The Border Book Festival, a major national and regional book festival 
based at Casa Camino Real, a multicultural bookstore, art gallery and resource center on the 
historic Camino Real and original townsite in Las Cruces, New Mexico, her hometown, just 
down the street from her grandfather’s home and her parents in San José Cemetery.
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Paco Antonio received a Bachelor’s degree in Dance from the University of New Mexico in 1979, 
focusing in Spanish and Contemporary Dance. Paco was dance faculty at UNM from 1986-1998 
during which time he was a soloist for Ritmo Flamenco, Dance España and a frequent performer 
in Festival Flamenco Internacional. He has lived and studied in Spain on several occasions and 
has performed and taught internationally in studios, colleges and major Opera Companies. Paco 
completed his Master’s degree in Curriculum and Instruction at New Mexico State University in 2005 
where he is currently College Assistant Professor in the Department of Human Performance, Dance 
and Recreation as well as the Director of Sol y Arena, the Dance Programs performance ensemble for 
Hispanic and Latino dance art that specializes in Flamenco and Classical Spanish Dance. 

Lucilene de Geus has performed major roles in several dance productions by choreographer Pablo 
Rodarte as well as in flamenco concerts with: Maria Benitez Teatro Flamenco; Dance España; El 
Pelete; Dallas Opera, TX; Opera Columbus, OH; The Santa Fe Opera, NM; and the PBS presentation 
of “Flamenco! The Passion of Spanish Dance.” Before coming to the Southwest, she performed on 
the East Coast with Ramon de Los Reyes Spanish Dance Theater and Amaya Flamenco Sin Limites. 
She has an extensive ballet background including study at Joffrey Ballet of NY and the Minsk School 
of Choreography in Byelorussia. She has performed as a soloist in the US with North Atlantic Ballet 
Co., Bolivia, and her native Brazil with Grupo de Dansa Emma Sintani, among others. She currently 
resides in Las Cruces, NM, where she teaches dance at Alma D’Arte Charter High School. She is also 
on the dance faculty at NMSU.

Carmen Gallegos-Marrujo was born and raised in Old Mesilla, New Mexico and was part of the first 
pilot bilingual program in the Las Cruces Public School District. Mr. J. Paul Taylor was the person 
behind this great achievement and he continues to be a great supporter of education and bilingual 
education. She graduated with a Bachelor’s of Science degree in Elementary Education with a minor 
in bilingual education in 1984 from New Mexico State University. She taught for twenty years in 
first through fifth grade. She graduated with a Master’s Degree in Educational Administration from 
NMSU in 2005. She is beginning her fifth year as Principal at César E. Chávez Elementary. She is 
married to Jaime Marrujo, with whom she shares two children, Diana and Eric and five beautiful 
grandchildren:  Julian, Kai, Izaiah, Emilie and little Eric.  Her oldest grandson, Julian, has now begun 
his educational career at César E. Chávez as a kindergartener!

Carmen Giménez Smith is the author of a memoir, Bring Down the Little Birds, four poetry 
collections – Gender Fables, Goodbye, Flicker, The City She Was and Odalisque in Pieces – and 
three poetry chapbooks – Reason’s Monster, Can We Talk Here and Glitch. She has also co-edited 
a fiction anthology, My Mother She Killed Me, My Father He Ate Me. She is the recipient of a 2011 
American Book Award, the 2011 Juniper Prize for Poetry, and a 2011-2012 fellowship in creative 
nonfiction from the Howard Foundation. Formerly a Teaching-Writing Fellow at the Iowa Writers’ 
Workshop, she now teaches in the creative writing programs at New Mexico State University and 
Ashland University, while serving as the editor-in-chief of the literary journal Puerto del Sol and the 
publisher of Noemi Press. She lives with her husband, the writer Evan Lavender-Smith, and their two 
children in Las Cruces, New Mexico.

Alec Greenwald is a Bay Area native who has had the privilege to work and travel through much 
of the Western Hemisphere. Alec has been involved with youth empowerment issues through non-
profit organizations and school settings since, he too, was a youth. His career as a credentialed 
educator began in Philadelphia and has provided the opportunities to work with youth in diverse 
environments. Alec has taught in a remote setting in the rainforest of Belize, Central America, and 
now in the borderlands of Southern New Mexico. Alec holds a BA in African-American Studies and 
Sociology from Northeastern University and a MS in Leadership and Organizational Management 
from Springfield College. Alec is currently a social studies teacher at Gadsden High School, the co-
founder of Gadsden’s first Chicano Student Union, and an adjunct faculty professor in the School of 
Education at New Mexico State University. 

Rene Guillaume serves as the Director of the New Mexico State University’s Trio Upward Bound 
Program. Having previously worked in Housing and Residential Life, as well as New Student 
Orientation, Rene is committed to student success. He currently serves as a Mentor in the National 
Association of Student Personnel Administrators (NASPA) Undergraduate Fellows Program, a semi-
structured mentoring program for undergraduate students wishing to explore and better understand 
the field of student affairs and higher education. Rene also serves as the Institutional Lead for the 
Rosemont Leadership Scholarship, a collaborative effort between Rosemont Realty, UNM, and 
NMSU. Rene Guillaume earned his Bachelor’s in Business Administration at the University of Texas 
at El Paso, his Master’s in Student Affairs Administration in Higher Education from Texas A&M 
University, and is a doctoral candidate in the Educational Management and Development Department 
at New Mexico State University.  

Emily Guerra is the host of “Fiesta!,” aKRWG-FM’s bilingual Latin music program, which airs 
weeknights from 7pm to 9pm. She also produces PUENTES, a feature that airs during our KRWG-
FM newscasts.   

Spencer R. Herrera is an Assistant Professor of Spanish at New Mexico State University in Las Cruces 
where he teaches Chicano/a literature and film. He is the author/editor of Before/Beyond Borders: 
An Anthology of Chicano/a Literature. He has guest edited a special issue on Chicano/a literature for 
the Cuban journal Casa de las Américas.  He is currently collaborating with Robert Kaiser and Levi 
Romero on a photo-essay documentary book entitled Sagrado: A Photopoetics across the Chicano/a 
Homeland, which has been accepted for publication by the University of New Mexico Press.  

Stephen Ingle is Co-Founder and Creative Director of Creative Kids Inc., a 501 (c)3 non-profit 
educational, community-based visual arts and digital media organization. The mission of Creative 
Kids is to extend the reach of arts and visual communication technology resources to needy 
student population groups by actively promoting and demonstrating the power of the arts and 
communication media as key determinants of success in modern day life. Through a varied array of 
art and communication media activities, Creative Kids has developed a nationally recognized track 
record over the past twelve years in positively reconnecting disadvantaged and “under-resourced” 
youth with society, as well as working with young people challenged by cognitive and physical 
disabilities, children battling cancer and related life-threatening diseases, as well as the societal 
challenges embedded in juvenile delinquency prevention programs. 

La Catrina Quartet

Roberta Arruda received her Master degree in Violin Performance from the University of New 
Mexico, under the tutelage of Carmelo de los Santos and has played as soloist and chamber musician 
throughout New Mexico since 2007. She completed her Bachelor of Music performance in Brazil 
and received an Artist Diploma from the Liszt Ferenc Academy of Budapest, Hungary, where she 
spent 2 years under full scholarship from the prestigious Vitae Foundation. As a chamber musician 
she is a core player for Sunday Chatter (formerly known as the Church of Beethoven), at Las Placitas 
Series, Santa Fe Promusica, and has performed with Taos Chamber Music, Serenata of Santa Fe, 
Albuquerque Chamber Soloists, in Duo concerts with cellists Joan Zucker, Joel Becktell, Udi Bar-
David (Philadelphia Orchestra) among others. With cellist Laszlo Mezo from Hungary she formed 
Duo Erkel, with which they toured Brazil performing solos with orchestras and chamber recitals. 
Roberta was a member of the Santa Fe Symphony and held a 1 year position with the late New 
Mexico Symphony Orchestra, and performs extensively throughout the southwestern US. She will be 
the featured soloist with the Los Alamos Symphony this upcoming October and with the Red Rock 
ensemble in November.

César Bourguet is a native of the southern Mexican city of Oaxaca. He began his musical studies 
at the age of seven with his father, Arturo Martínez San Juan. At 15, he moved to Mexico City to 
continue his academic formation at the Ollin Yolitzli Cultural Center and later went on to the Moores 
School of Music at the University of Houston and the Florida International University. He has studied 
with such notable cellists as Gayane Mdoyan, David Nasidze, Vagram Saradjan, Vardges Stepanian 
and Javier Arias. He has won First Prize in the “Schlern International Music Competition” of 2005, 
held in Völs am Schlern/Fiè allo Sciliar (Italy), as well as the top honors for sonata interpretation in 
the “Khachaturian International Cello Competition” (also in 2005), in Yerevan, Armenia. He was 
a laureate winner in the “Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion” competition in Houston, as part of the 
2004 Texas Music Festival, and the Moores Concerto Competition, also in Houston. Currently, he is 
Assistant Professor of Violoncello at New Mexico State University and is about to release his second 
solo CD ¨Through the Russian Steppes…¨

Jorge Martínez Rios was born in Torreón, México. He studied viola at the Conservatorio de las Rosas, 
where he graduated with honors under the tutelage of professor Gela Dubrova.
Mr. Martínez has performed across the US and Mexico in some of the most prestigious concert 
venues, such as Carnegie Hall in New York, Meany Hall’s World Series in Seattle, Chicago Center for 
the Arts, and El Palacio de Bellas Artes in Mexico City. He has been principal and assistant principal 
viola for different orchestras in Mexico and the US, like the Orquesta Sinfónica de Minería, the 
Camerata de Coahuila, the Orquesta de Cámara de Michoacán, the Western Piedmont Symphony 
and the Las Cruces Symphony. Mr. Martinez is Assistant Professor of Viola at New Mexico State 
University and keeps a busy schedule touring and teaching. He is blessed to live eight months in the 
US and four months in México with his wife Verónica, his two beautiful children, Valeria and David, 
and Clay, a black and white rescue cat.

Daniel Vega-Albela, born in Mexico City, started studying violin with Yuriko Kuronuma. At fifteen, 
he won silver medal in the first National Violin Competition in Mexico City. At sixteen, he traveled 
to New York City, where he received his Bachelor of Music degree in violin performance from the 
Mannes College of Music, under the guidance of Sally Thomas. He has played with many ensembles 
in the United States, such as the St. Cecilia Chamber Orchestra and the Western New York Chamber 
Players. He has toured Japan and Mexico, and has had many appearances as soloist with different 
orchestras throughout Mexico. He has also worked with several chamber and symphony orchestras 
in Mexico, such as the Orquesta de Cámara de Morelos, the Camerata de Torreón, and the Orquesta 
Sinfónica de Minería. From 1994 to 1997, he was instructor of violin at the Academia Yuriko 
Kuronuma in Mexico City, and in 1997, he joined the Conservatorio de las Rosas to teach violin 
performance and to play with their new music ensemble, the Ensamble de las Rosas. From 2001 to 
2003, he was violin Instructor at the Interlochen Center for the Arts. Mr. Vega-Albela holds a Master 
of violin performance degree from Western Michigan University, and a Master of chamber music 
degree from Kent State University, where he studied with Renata Artman Knific and Ivan Chan, 
respectively.

Ramón López is a native Las Crucen, and the first to attend and graduate college in his entire extended 
family. He received his Bachelor’s degree in Digital Film from the Creative Media Institute at New 
Mexico State University, and is currently pursuing his Master’s degree in Curriculum and Instruction 
at NMSU with an emphasis in Physical Education. Some of his interests include film editing, screen 
writing, photography, as well as educating the city’s youth about the importance of living an active 
and healthy lifestyle.    

Dr. Jennie Luna is the granddaughter/daughter of migrant farm workers and cannery workers from 
East San Jose, California. She is first in her family to attend and graduate college. Dr. Luna’s research 
focuses on the contemporary history of Danza Mexica/Azteca tradition and its impact on Xicana 
Indígena identity politics. As a danzante for over twenty years, she addresses the diaspora of Danza 
in the U.S. She is interested in notions of cultural consciousness as a tool for decolonization and 
healing, especially amongst transnational Indigenous Mexican migrant communities.  Dr. Luna’s 
research incorporates Nahuatl language study, representations of indigeneity, and the role of women 
in the Intercontinental and global Indigenous movements. Dr. Luna is an Assistant Professor in the 
Women’s Studies Program at New Mexico State University.

Dr. Patricia MacGregor-Mendoza is a Professor of Spanish and Linguistics and has taught at NMSU 
since 1995.  She received her Ph.D. in Spanish with an emphasis in Applied Linguistics and a Certificate 
of Advanced Study in Second Language Acquisition and Teacher Education from the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  Her publications reflect her areas of research interest which include the 
education of linguistic minorities, the language use and language attitudes in bilingual communities, 
language assessment, language and immigration, and language policy.

Dr. Tony Marín serves as the Director of Student Affairs at New Mexico State University where he 
provides leadership to the Career Services, Student Success Center, and the TRIO Student Support 
Services Departments.  To date, his grant writing efforts have garnered approximately $7,000,000.00 
in NMSU based educational opportunity programs for area youth and Las Cruces Campus students. 
He serves on several key NMSU boards and committees such as the Institutional Review Board, 
the College of Education’s Board of Advocates, the College Assistance Migrant Program (CAMP), 
the Athletics Advisory Council, and the Accessibility Advisory Board. He also currently serves as 
President of the NMSU Chapter of the Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi and is also the campus liaison 
to the Daniels Fund Scholars Program. He earned his Bachelor’s in the Liberal Arts at Eastern New 
Mexico University and his Master’s and Doctorate in Higher Education Administration at New 
Mexico State University.  

Fred Martino is Director of Content at KRWG, leading our efforts on radio, television, and right here 
at www.krwg.org  He also anchors the region’s only television newsmagazine, Newsmakers, which 
airs Thursday at 7pm, Saturday at 5pm, and Sunday at 11am on KRWG-TV.

Kelly Medina is a native Las Crucen with a long educational history with NMSU. She began studying 
at NMSU in 2004 after graduating from high school. Her interests in literature and language soon led 
her to double-major in English and Spanish. After completing her undergraduate degrees, she went 
on to pursue her interests in Spanish and Chicano literature even further by entering the Master’s 
program at NMSU in Language and Linguistics. After finishing her Master’s in 2011, she taught 
locally at DACC. Now, she is back at NMSU again to work on her PhD in Rhetoric and Professional 
Communication. 

Irene Oliver-Lewis has 34 years in theatre arts as a producer, director, storyteller, creative dramatist, 
writer, arts advocate, arts administrator, and arts and humanities educator. As an actress and 
storyteller she has performed in California, Florida, Arizona, Missouri, New York and New Mexico 
and internationally in Scotland, Japan, Mexico and Korea. She is a theatrical producer and consultant 
in arts integration, humanities and theatre in the classroom and alternative spaces for universities, 
museums, and public school districts. Her expertise is in Latino, multicultural, and humanities 
projects and themes. She has been a resident artist with VSAarts New Mexico, an Artist/Educator 
with the Hatch, Albuquerque and the Las Cruces school districts and an Artist in Residence with New 
Mexico Arts. As Executive Artistic Director for the Court Youth Center since 1996, she developed a 
nationally recognized after school arts program and an arts-based charter high school, Alma d’arte, 
which opened in 2004 based on the award-winning arts integration practices of the Court Youth 
Center. Her one-woman play “Cecilia-isms: Dichos de mi madre was commissioned by the Hispanic 
Cultural Center in Albuquerque in 2002 and continues to be a favorite at Latino arts events throughout 
the region.  

Mónica Ortiz Uribe is a native of El Paso, Texas, where she worked as a freelance reporter prior to 
joining the Fronteras team. As a Fronteras Senior Field Correspondent (KRWG, Las Cruces), she 
also anchors segments on KRWG-TV’s Fronteras program. Her work has aired on NPR, Public Radio 
International and Radio Bilingue. Many of her stories have examined the effects of drug-related 
violence across the border in Ciudad Juárez, Mexico. Previously, she worked as a reporter for the 
Waco Tribune Herald in Waco, Texas. She graduated from the University of Texas at El Paso with a 
degree in history.

Luis “Nacho” Quiñones, Ph.D., is a community organizer and activist with roots in Grant County, 
home of “The Salt of the Earth” movie that celebrated the fight for equality by Chicanos/as and 
women, and solidarity between the working class. (The movie was banned in the US in the 1950s.) In 
Silver City he published a bilingual Chicano/a newspaper, organized marches for equality at WNMU, 
organized marches for safety in the copper mines, founded the “Mexicano/Chicano Chamber of 
Commerce” (a civil rights organization), founded El Centro Cultural de Aztlán, initiated and taught 
Chicano Studies, bilingual poetry, Mariachi Valle de Cobre, and more at Cobre High School. He has 
published the bilingual Raza Peace & Historical Calendar since 1991, Chingón Answers to Racist 
Comments, and other works. He founded a dual language school in Las Cruces and is known as an 
advocate for multicultural studies/ multilingual studies/critical pedagogy and is an anti-war activist.

Alicia Rascon was born in Jalisco, México and grew up in El Paso, Texas. She graduated with a 
journalism degree from the University of Texas with a minor in Mexican American studies and 
attended graduate school in public administration at the University of Texas at El Paso. She has 
earned a graduate certificate from Georgetown University’s Center for Public & Nonprofit Leadership 
and served as a Nonprofit Leadership Fellow for the National Hispana Leadership Institute. The Co-
founder of Latinitas is dedicated to providing new opportunities to help Hispanic girls realize their 
potential. As Chief Executive Officer, Alicia manages the production of Latinitas magazine, program 
outreach and resource development for Latinitas. Alicia was awarded the Sor Juana de Inez award 
from the National Mexican Museum of Art, the Luz de la Comunidad recognition from the Greater 
Austin Chamber of Commerce and as the National Hispana Leadership Institute Leader of Promise 
for her commitment to serving Latina youth.

Levi Romero, New Mexico Centennial Poet, is the author of two collections of poetry, In the Gathering 
of Silence and A Poetry of Remembrance: New and Rejected Works. His photo documentary 
collaboration with Spencer Herrera and Robert Kaiser, Sagrado: A Photopoetics Across the Chicano 
Homeland, is forthcoming from UNM Press. Romero teaches in the Chicana/o Studies program at 
the University of New Mexico.  

Dr. Marisol Ruiz is an Assistant Professor of Curriculum and Instruction, College of Education, New 
Mexico State University. She teaches in the department of Bilingual/ TESOL. She specializes in youth 
organizing, self- determination and empowerment. In addition her research focuses on ELL/TESOL 
pedagogies for linguistically and culturally diverse students. In addition her research focuses on 
best literacy practices for linguistically and culturally diverse students which lead to youth’s own self 
empowerment and concientizacion.

José Tena came from Chihuahua to visit his sister on the summer of 1978, he did not know that in this 
visit he would have ended up staying in Las Cruces for the next thirty years. On September of that 
year, 1978 Jose established the Ballet Folklorico de la Tierra Del Encanto group in conjunction with 
NMSU Chicano Programs and since then he has been teaching, sharing, and promoting the ballet 
folklorico in the U.S. He is a graduate from the “Escuela Superior de Danza” in Chihuahua where he 
was prepared to teach the rich culture and traditions of Mexican folklore trough dance. Throughout 
these years he has been working with almost every single school in the Las Cruces District and 
around the state, from Sunland Park to Espanola, and from Hobbs to Farmington. José in an Artist-
in-Residence at the Branigan Cultural Center and Las Cruces Museum of Fine Arts in Las Cruces.

Dr. Cipriano Vigil is a recipient of the Endowment for the Humanities Award as well as the Governor’s 
Award received in 1994. At the Smithsonian, Cipriano represents New Mexico Folk Music. Cipriano 
holds a Ph.D. in music, and specializes in Traditional Folk Music of New Mexico and in “La Nueva 
Canción Nuevo Mejicana.” Folk music and songs are what our ancestors developed and maintained for 
hundreds of years known as Spanish Colonial styles mixed with Indigenous styles. La Nueva Canción 
is a style that developed in Latin American countries. He became the first native New Mexican to 
introduce this style in New Mexico with his compositions. In 1985, 1993 and 1994 he was nominated 
for the National Heritage Award. Cipriano has been a music professor for over 25 years and teaches 
at Northern New Mexico Highlands University.


