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Do we have a moral obligation to obey the law?  According to philosophical anarchists we do not.  Over the past thirty years anarchy has enjoyed something of a resurgence, and this is in large part due to the fact that some of the classic theories offered in defense of a moral duty to obey the law have been found to have significant weaknesses.  Without any obvious alternative justifications available, anarchists argue that we should accept the conclusion that we are not morally bound to obey the law.  Of course, anarchists must explain how it is that there will not be chaos if a society were to accept their position. Anarchists offer two strong responses to this concern.  First, anarchists argue that morality itself is sufficient to guide our behavior, and thus the law is unnecessary.  Second, we have a moral duty to obey the law when the law serves to solve coordination problems.  I argue that the first response is inadequate, and the second opens the door to develop an anarchist theory of political obligation.  

